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TERVETE BEERS

Y % % ORIGINALAIS 5.4% (PALE LAGER)
TERVETES 5.3% (PALE LAGER)
Y% SENCU 4.5% (PALE LAGER)

All pale, no dark - this has been the constant situation with Térvetes beers for already
40 years. Some praise their sticking to the roots, some claim that their beers taste more
or less the same and some more diversity could be encouraged.

There have been some experiments with Térvetes brews, thoug. First, ABV of their
beers has changed frequently over the years, it also quite clear that recipes had to be
changed as well, when Western European ingredients became available. During the last
decade there have been several limited edition summer and winter beers released and a
brief period when Térvetes beer was bottled in PET bottles.

In addition, Teérvetes red label beer is sold as Raganas Ragtais in-house beer in a road
pub next to Riga-Valmiera highway.

ORIGINALAIS
ABV 5.4%, PALE LAGER

One can fully appreciate this beer only after a handful of bland Latvian lagers. Despite
its name, the beer is not The Original, its recipe has been significant-

ly tweaked several times since the 1970s, but the popularity of this

beer has remained steady.

One of the most important things about Térvetes Originalais is that
it has been developed in Latvia by the Latvian brewers. One would
think of it as a common occurrence, but unfortunately only a hand-
ful of Latvian breweries can say the same about their beers.

Originalais pours light golden, almost yellow with large and fluffy
white head and dense generous lacing. Aroma is malt with slight
hints of citrus as well as hops that are much better felt in the taste
where the weakly sweetish malt is quite well balanced with herbal
hops that finishes in long lingering bittery citrus aftertaste.

Although the beer is not exceptional, it is solid and well made pale
lager and there are only one or two such beers to be found amongst
Latvian brews. Certainly one of the must try beers during the visit to
Latvia.



SENCU
ABV 4.5%, PALE LAGER

Senc¢u means “Ancestor” in Latvian. Despite its name, it does not mean that this beer is
brewed according to any traditional Latvian recipes or technology.

Sencu beer was developed during the Soviet era in a now kvass-only Ilguciems brewery
in Riga by the famous brewmaster Karlis Zalitis. The beer is based on Zigulu beer (that

itself finds its roots in Vienna lager modifications
carried out in the Soviet Union in 1930s), but con-
trary to Zigulu brew where 15% of adjuncts were
permitted, no adjuncts were allowed in this one.

It was a standard recipe used by several breweries
and it has to be kept in mind that Soviet enter-
prises were not supposed to compete with each
other therefore using the same standartised State
approved recipes and technologies was part of
the deal; of course, due to many other factors,
the quality and the taste of these brews differed
greatly.

It is interesting to note that only Senc¢u beer has
been able to survive the change from socialism
to capitalism 20 years ago - the rest of the Soviet
brews - Rigas, Zigulu, Marta and others were
mostly forgotten. As one can see in most of the
stores, now several of the smaller breweries brews
its own version of Sencu beer, but mostly they are
not related to Soviet recipes and the taste of these
beers is clearly very diverse.

One of the best Sencu beers is brewed by Térvete -
it is light yellow lager with mild malty aroma and
similar flavour.

Good and refreshing summer beer that is reason-
ably priced and is the best selling beer of Térvete
brewery.

w0 W ¥y
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UZAVAS

UZavas pagasts uzavas-alus.lv
Ventspils novads @uzavasalus

| PRODUCTION STATS OF THE BREWERY IN 2010 |
1 440 1% |

thousand litres of total |
brewed annually Latvian beer volume

Uzavas brewery
The newest of three brewery buildings that was completed in 2007 with 2.5 million litre capac-
ity. It has purpose built visitor gangways that enable to see most of the brewery by not disturb-
ing any brewing operations.

The brewery opened in 1994 in Kurzeme region, close to the largest Latvian port town of
Ventspils. During the nineties Uzavas brewery was a comparatively small operation lo-
cated inside a large countryside dwelling house, owned by Uldis Pumpurs - a millionaire
and a former First Secretary of Komsomol (Soviet Youth organisation) of Ventspils city
for whom brewing was a hobby. I always enjoy the irony when the most avid proponents
of the Soviet regime very fast became avid supporters of the capitalism; in addition Uldis
Pumpurs supposedly has strong ties with mayor of Ventspils - Aivars Lembergs who has
been accused of bribery and money laundering activities both in Latvia and the UK. But
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these are the realities behind many “innocent” Latvian businesses.

The biggest role in securing the popularity of Uzavas was played by the friendship be-
tween Uldis Pumpurs and the owner of LIDO Gunars Kirsons who introduced Uzavas
to the general public that received the beer warmly indeed (both friends until were re-
cently involved in another project - digging an utopian shipping channel from the Baltic
to the Black Sea, worth several billion euros). There is nothing very Latvian about their
beers — tweaked German recipes and technology with imported ingredients.

Part of the UZavas beer label

In in the old brewery building is
displayed. 1t is still there today, but is
now used as a dwelling house only.

Uzavas beers are famous with regards to their price, it is certainly one of the most expen-
sive Latvian beers (surpassed only by Valmiermuizas and Bralis to some extent). Some
do not think it is worth its price as it is quite evident that Térvetes, Piebalgas or Bauskas
are capable of turning out similar quality beers that cost less.

The brewery has been expanded twice - first in 2000 when 1 million litre capacity was
reached, but the demand still could not be satisfied. Thefeore a new building soon fol-
lowed, opened in 2007, increasing the total capacity of the brewery to 3.5 million litres.
It is interesting to note that in the new building only the bottled beers are produced
while in the old one beer sold on-tap (including all the unfiltered one) is made. Un-
fortunately the owners did not make the necessary calculations when they started the
expansion so since 2007 the brewery is running at 30-40% capacity, but the owner has
been quick to blame the government and imported beer for this.

[ SIGHTS AND ATTRACTIONS AROUND THE BREWERY |

Tiny village of Uzava is located a few kilometres off the Baltic Sea coast. There is little else
to do and see except the brewery and sparsely inhabited rugged Latvian seaside. How-
ever, town of Ventspils is nearby with plenty of tourist attractions. It has to be noted that
it will be nearly impossible to reach Uzavas brewery by public transport.

o www.tourism.ventspils.lv

—_— — — e— — — — — — — — — — — — —
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UZAVA BEERS

Y Y % GAISAIS NEFILTRETAIS® 4.6% (PALE LAGER)
% % GAISAIS 4.6% (PALE LAGER)
Y % K TUMSAIS 49% (DARK LAGER)
Ye % TUMSAIS NEFILTRETAIS* 4.9% (DARK LAGER)
UZAVNIEKS 4.2% (GERMAN PILS)

* DRAUGHT ONLY

The lineup of Uzavas has not changed much for almost 20 years and probably will not
change for another twenty. It seems the brewery is comfortable with the current situa-
tion and does not want to experiment too much, quite similarly to many other Latvian
breweries. Its two main beers are solid brews, made under the supervision of German
brewmaster, while the third is an experiment gone wrong.

UZAVNIEKS
ABV 4.2%, GERMAN PILS

It was announced in summer 2010 that a cheaper pale lager will
be released. The summer passed, then came the autumn and a
new beer was released indeed. It was not cheap - just a handful of
santims cheaper than regular Uzavas. It also seems that it bears
some similarity with Valmiermuiza beers.

Brilliant pale yellow with soft white head and patchy downsliding
lacing. Aroma is very strong grassy malt.

Taste is simple malt with herbal hops and ever increasing and long
lingering bitterness in the aftertaste. Mouthfeel is light with mod-
erate carbonation. Although not bad, it sure lacks character.

I am not sure if I would buy it again, it seems a bit too overpriced.
It might be better to stick with regular Uzavas Pale or find some-
thing cheaper instead.



GAISAIS
ABV 4.6%, PALE LAGER

Gaisais pours brilliant clear light goden beer with large and foamy
white head. No doubt excellent by the looks.

But that is it, some malt and grassy hops in both flavour and aro-
ma. It would be difficult to distinguish Uzavas Gai$ais from other
pale Latvian or German lagers; it possibly has slightly elevated
bitterness if compared to other Latvian lagers.

Very drinkable, but easy to forget beer.

TUMSAIS
ABV 4.9%, DARK LAGER

Name of the beer is simply Uzavas Dark. It does not seem that dark
when poured into the glass - it is rather reddish pale copper with
slightly off white and somewhat fizzy head that fades rather fast.
Aroma is mild sweetish malt with light fruit and nuts, I have to ad-
mit that this is one of the nicest smells amongst Latvian brews.

Taste does not seem to be too remarkable, it is quite similar to smell
with low bitterness and dryish bittery aftertaste. Mouthfeel is more
on the thinner side with pleasant carbonation levels.

This beer is rather different from what could be considered a typical
Latvian Dark Lager, but it is no wonder considering its German
origins. Although Uzavas Tumsais a decent and very drinkable beer,
it seems to lack a character.

73



VALMIERMUIZAS

Dzirnavu iela 2 valmiermuiza.lv
Valmiermuiza @valmiermuiza

| PRODUCTION STATS OF THE BREWERY IN 2010 |
= 470 0.3 % |

.4 thousand litres of total |
w9 brewed annually Latvian beer volume

—_— —

In Valmiermuizas web page you will find a story that beer has been brewed in
Valmiermuiza area for centuries, trying to convince the consumer that the establishment
of the new brewery was a continuation of a very famous brewing tradition. It is a pity
that makers of Valmiermuiza have made so much effort to surround themselves with
fairy tales and half-fake legends. Pity because their beer is good and it does not actually
need any of them.

Although there were several breweries in the beginning of 20th century in Valmiera
area, there is no evidence that one was located where Valmiermuizas brew currently is.
It is one of the most recent of Latvian breweries - its owners invested more than 3 million
euros, one third of this EU funds, to build and equip a completely new brewery. In 2011,
the capacity of the brewery was doubled, by installing new fermentation tanks.

The cap of ValmiermuizZa beer

1764 has nothing to do with the current brewery, however
it is possible to see the remains of the tower shown in the
cap and the gate just accross the road from the brewery
building

The brewery is located just outside Valmiera, in a rather interesting surroundings - his-
toric premises of Valmiermuiza manor. Not much has been left from the manor as it was
destroyed during the both World Wars - mostly pictureque ruins and fences remain.
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Valmiermuizas brewery is one of the few in Latvia that succeeds in attracting customers
by actively encouraging drinkers of their beer to visit the brewery - apart from Uzavas,
the only in Latvia to do so. There is no doubt that in a short period of time it has become
one of the favourite tourist destinations in Valmiera area. Recently the brewery also
added a shop next to the brewery as well as one in Riga (open up till 22.00) that sell not
only Valmiermuizas beers, but also ‘natural’ sauna essentials and snacks and cheeses to
complement beer - most notable being the cookies from spent grain, these are truly a
magnificent treat and a must if visting the brewery.

Valmiermuiza brewery

The brownish building in the centre is the brewery and it has been newly built while the white
building to the left remains from pre-brewery times and houses a shop that sells not only beer, but
sauna essentials and snacks and is used also as a storage.

I would also encourage everyone to fall under Valmiermuizas spell and pay the visit. It
is worth noting that also English tours (even during weekends) are possible and you can
kill two birds with one stone, as another interesting brewery - Abula (Brengulu) is just
some 10-15 km from Valmiermuiza, on the other side of Valmiera. Even more - on the
way to Valmiera even a third brewery visit - to Bralis brewery can be added.

[ SIGHTS AND ATTRACTIONS AROUND THE BREWERY |
A large park and a lonely ruin is all that remains of a former Valmiermuiza manor today.
However, just a few kilometres away there is a town of Valmiera — the largest town of |
Vidzeme region with enough activities to fill at least a day, if not the entire weekend.

|« www.valmieralv ]

—_— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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VALMIERMUIZA BEERS

Y Y % GAISAIS NEFILTRETAIS* 5.2% (VIENNA LAGER)
% % GAISAIS 5.2% (VIENNA LAGER)
Y % % TUMSAIS 5.8% (MUNICH DUNKEL)
Yo% TUMSAIS NEFILTRETAIS* 5.8% (MUNICH DUNKEL)

*DRAUGHT ONLY

Valmiermuiza currently is the only Latvian brewery to use solely German malt, possibly
thanks to its German brewmaster. They brew only two beers and both are sold both fil-
tered and unfiltered. All four are frequently available in Valmiermuiza shops.

Thanks to increased capacity, it is possible that the range of Valmiermuiza beers could
be extended, although it seems the brewery is comfortable with the current range - after
all, their beer is frequently sold out.

VALMIERMUIZA GAISAIS
ABV 5.2%, VIENNA LAGER

The brewery constantly reminds its both current and potential
customers that this beer has been matured for amazing 30 days in
its vaults, as if setting the Latvian record. Just a small reminder - a
brewery that positions itself as a traditional Latvian brewer should
know that as recently as in 1930s, maturing beer for at least 3-4
weeks was considered essential by most Latvian brewers.

Taste is soft and toasty malt that is well balanced with pleasant light
bittery hops. Medium and slightly creamy mouthfeel with prickly
carbonation in the beginning that soon softens. The beer is very,
very drinkable and no doubt it is one of the better made paler lagers
in Latvia.

o macerrs
XA GATAVOSAYA

Unfiltered version of Valmiermuizas beer can be purchased in the

T . wfpe
brewery and some select shops and pubs in Riga, it is certainly bet- ”‘
ter than the bottled version.




VALMIERMUIZA TUMSAIS
ABV 5.8%, MUNICH DUNKEL

Their dark beer was released in April 2010, after extensive market surveys that took
more than half a year.Valmiermuizas brewery was the first in Latvia to brew 5000 sam-
ples of different recipes and let the customers vote for the best. It is interesting to note
that the 4 initial versions received almost the same number of the votes, thus greatly
complicating the process.

Unfortunately due to the longer maturing periods
and high demand it may be frequently sold out,
especially during summer.

Although this beer can be regarded as some of the
best Latvian dark lagers (frankly, there are not too
many to choose from), it has its flaws. First, eve-
ryone would notice its quite high ABV, so this is
no session beer - three of these and you certainly
feel the effects. Secondly, it lacks any individual
characteristics, there is nothing particularly
unique about the beer, nothing that would stand
out if compared to its German counterparts.

Still, it is worth trying.

g U PSPPI I




EXCURSIONS TO LATVIAN BREWERIES

Bruver

Terve
Lac¢plesa/Livu @

It is possible to visit all breweries, but you should always make an appointment by phone
or email first (just a note - not everyone speaks English, so it might be a good idea to ask
a Latvian speaking person for help) and it is often that a group of at least 8 -10 persons
will be required.

It also has to be added that this experience can be very different - in several places visitors
are not allowed inside the production premises. If short on time, I would suggest visiting
Valmiermuizas brewery for more interesting experience. It would cost about 3.50 LVL
per person, no group required. Visit to Uzavas costs 1 LVL, for Abula it is free of charge,
but it is certainly expected that you would buy some of their beer afterwards. I guess you
would not need a reminder anyway. Some of the breweries, e.g. Valmiermuizas are open
to visitors on weekends, reservation in advance is a must.

These details are certainly subject to change, it is also possible that some breweries are
partly closed during the winter. Local tourist information offices certainly would be able
to provide correct and up-to-date information.



Valmiermuizas
®
® Abula (Brengulu)

e Césu

o Brilis ® Piebalgas

is ® *LIDO e Madonas

tes °

eBauskas Reézeknes

Kraslavas
®

Abula (Brengulu) - 64230272 (appointment required only for larger groups)
Césu - 80009090

Bauskas - 63960013 or 26765153

LIDO - just visit the beer cellar downstears in Krasta 76, Riga

Livu/Lacplésa - 63425262

Piebalgas - 64162518, 64162665

Teérvetes - 29476708

Uzavas - 63699484

Valmiermuizas - also English tour possible, 20264269, info@valmiermuiza.lv

During the last years commercial brewery tours have appeared, e.g. latvianbeertours.
com. The idea is good, but prices are on the high-end and the range of activities these
companies provide is very large (such as carting and canoeing), so some element of
doubt remains. It is possible to do a similar tour on your own, but, of-course, it would
require much more effort.
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Aldaris Porteris

The most distinctive taste
amongst Latvian dark brews,
the only Baltic Porter brewed
in Latvia - this beer is a must.
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S BEERS TO BRING |

If short on time, here is a short list of 5
locations, including supermarkets, all
resentation of the Latvian beer scene.

Piebalgas Lux

Good and well made dark la-
ger, encompasses some of the
most distinctive qualities of the
dark Latvian beer.

Tervetes O

Not as origina
would suggest

tweaked on a re
it still is a good
of Latvian brew.



1OME FROM LATVIA

‘beers that are easily available in many
around Latvia and will be a good rep-

Do

T canamatans i
I 5% '
riginalais Valmiermuizas Gaisais Bralis Gaisais
Nefiltrétais
| as the name One of the best Latvian pale Decent pale lager, as well as one
- the recipe is lagers by one of the best new of the few (others are brewed
gular basis, but Latvian breweries. Unfiltered by the same brewery) bottled
representation version (not bottled) is even unfiltered and unpasteurised

ng. better. beers in Latvia.
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WHERE TO GET BEER?

Although beer from all Latvian breweries is listed here, you will be able to get only a fac-
tion of those in an average Latvian pub or shop. Aldaris production will be encountered
the most often, followed by Césu, La¢plésa/Livu brews. Sometimes smaller shops will
have the most interesting selection. Outside Riga there can not be a large variety expect-
ed. The best and safest option would be to rely on supermarkets, as smaller shops will
carry mostly Aldaris, other breweries do not seem to have so large distributor network.

IMPORTANT!

It is prohibited to sell any alcohol from 22:00 till 8:00 in any shop. Bars an pubs
are allowe to sell also later in the night, as long as alcohol is intended for consump-
tion on the spot.

RIGA AIRPORT

You should not rely on airport for your last-minute beer purchases. There will be very
limited selection of Césu and Aldaris beers available in the shopping area behind the
customs. In addition, LIDO and Uzavas draught beer can be purchased outside customs
area in LIDO eatery on the second floor. If you are transiting and have at least 1 hour
to spare (although the whole operation can be conducted even in 30 min or even less),
there is a Maxima supermarket with a draught beer shop quite close to the airport. And
there are plenty of bottles in the supermarket itself as well.

There are two options to get there:

1) Taxi - 5 min taxi ride (charge would be about 3 LVL one direction), tell the driver to
go to Maxima XXX store on K.UImana gatve.

2) Bus - take bus No.22 till the stop “ SPICE Tirdzniecibas centrs” (single ticket for one
direction is 0.70 LVL) and look for the grey Maxima XXX supermarket on the opposite
side of the highway - do not confuse it with the red SPICE supermarket. It is suggested
tp check www.rigassatiksme.lv for timetables and map of relevant bus stops.

Taxis usually take credit cards while bus tickets have to be purchased with cash, so the

first option is better if you have no desire to withdraw the Latvian currency from the
ATM, both supermarket and the draught beer shop accepts payment cards as well.

RIGA PASSANGER PORT (FERRIES TO STOCKHOLM)

There is a dedicated beer section with beers from small and large Latvian breweries in



Riga Spirits and Wine Outlet (rigaspiritsandwine.lv) alcomarket, just across the Andre-
josta jacht port. Its large banner is clearly visible from the ferry terminal.

CENTRAL BUS STATION AND CENTRAL RAILWAY STATION

Stockmann department store and two RIMI supermarkets (Galerija Centrs and the Cen-
tral Station) are 3-5 min. walk, you will not get anything better in the Old Town or its
vicinity.

STORES

Latvians generally do not favour small shops. Thanks to communism there is no tradi-
tion of family owned local stores, therefore most of the shopping is done in the super-
markets that in most cases can be easily reached by foot. Markets are shopped heavily
as well, but it is not advised to buy any beer in markets in Riga. Luckily the opposite can
be said about small town festivals and other local festivities. As with most supermarkets,
mostly the largest brewers are well represented - the presence of Aldaris, Césu and Livu/
Lac¢plésa is guaranteed, finding the rest can be a varied success.

Prices in shops vary from 0.30 to 1.10 LVL for a half liter bottle, but those from smaller
breweries usually cost above 0.65 LVL. And remember, it is not allowed to drink alco-
holic beverages or to carry an open containers of any alcoholic drink, including beer,
in the public (fine is up to 100 LVL/140 EUR) in Riga, although some other towns have
made similar rules.

Stockmann department store (stockmann.lv)

13. Janvara iela 8, Riga, Mon-Sun 9-22

Finnish department store, slightly more expensive than others, but centrally located
with good collection of Latvian beers - Aldaris, Briveris, Bauskas, Césu, Piebalgas and
others. If short on time, this certainly is the best choice.

SKY supermarkets (sky.lv)

Three locations in Riga suburbs, Mon-Sun 8-22

It carries many exports, mostly from Germany, than can not be found elsewhere in Lat-
via as well as Valmiermuizas, Piebalgas, Térvetes, Césu, Aldaris, Livu and Lac¢plésa. Ex-
pensive.

RIMI, Maxima and Prisma supermarkets

(rimi.lv, maxima.lv and prisma.lv)

Numerous locations in Riga, Mon-Sun 8-22

If it is possible, it is the best to visit only the largest hypermarkets in the outskirts of Riga,
they will have the best choice of Aldaris, Césu, Livu and Lacplésa, Briiveris, Piebalgas,
Teérvetes and Valmiermuizas.
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Dzivais alus (dzivaisalus.lv)

Riga, Remtes 21 and several other locations both in Riga and outside, Mon - Sun 10-21
These shops are located mostly in the suburbs, have a good look in the map before try-
ing to reach the location; shopping centre SPICE is nearby. Although they do not carry
Latvian beers, there is a good selection of interesting Lithuanian brews.

Cash and carry

Riga, Remtes 21, Mon - Fri 8-18

Located next to SPICE shopping centre in the old metal hangars surrounded by a con-
crete fence. Sure, it looks appalling, especially if compared to nearby slick shopping cen-
tres, but an excellent diversity of beers can be found here for some of the lowest prices.
This is how most of the Latvian shopping looked like during the nineties. Nowadays
these gloomy shops are a gold mine for rare Latvian beers.

Miestin$ (miestins.lv)

Several locations in Riga and other towns, Mon-Sun 12-22

In these shops best of Abula, Piebalgas, Briiveris, Madonas, Rézeknes, Térvetes, Kraslavas,
Bralis, Uzavas is available. Draught and unfiltered only, filled in the plastic bottles, with a
special filler so the beer will keep fresh for a couple of days, but not much more.

Alus stacija, Alus Muiza, Pikniks and many others

Many locations both in and outside Riga, typically Mon-Sun 8-22

There are several other draught beer saloons, similar to Miestins§ that offer beers from
smaller breweries on-tap for takeway, plasic bottles are provided. Majority of them are
located in shopping centres, in particularly those where Maxima supermarkets can be
found.

A FEW NOTES ON BOTTLED BEERS

With regards to storage periods for bottled beers, they vary from brewery to brewery
- they are typically between 3 and 6 months. Best before date is always available on
the back label, accompanied by information with regards to maximum storage period.
Subtract one from another and you get the brewing date. Unlike the US, it is not allowed
to sell any alcohol past its expiry date, so there is no need to pay particular attention to
these numbers. It is not recommended to store any bottled beer (except the one made
by large breweries) for extended periods. In case with plastic bottles filled in any of the
draught beer stores, up to five days in the fridge will be a maximum before it will start
to spoil.

Theoretically there is a deposit for beer bottles, but empty bottles are accepted only in a
few hard to find locations (0.03 - 0.04 Ls per bottle). Do not even bother.



PUBS AND BARS

Pubs in Latvia are not much different from their Western European counterparts. Tips
of about 10% are welcome although they are sometimes included in the bill, usually in
places with an awful service. Tipping is not mandatory and unlike the US where not
leaving tip can get you killed, because bar owners do not bother paying their staff a de-
cent wage, it is usually done only to compliment good or excellent service.

There are a couple of bars and pubs in Riga that operate solely to scam foreign tourists,
so do have a good look in the menu at first, especially if the bar is filled with wannabe
stripper type gals and a young and attractive lady-friend after a small chat suddenly
suggests you to pay for her drink; that drink could cost you a fortune. Bills of several
thousand euros can be easily accumulated in such locations and there is no way thet
staff will let you out before paying, they have impressive bouncers that do their job well.
As always, an indication of a reliable watering hole is where plenty of locals are around.

Prices for beer are varied, but expect to pay from 1.00 to 2.50 LVL (1.30 to 3.50 EUR),
most commonly around 1.90 (2.70 EUR) for half a liter of Latvian beer on-tap. Pric-
es for Valmiermuizas and UZavas usually will be the highest (the most expensive be-
ing Valmiermuizas Tumsais, in the region of 2.20 LVL and above), followed closely by
Brengulu, Madonas and Térvetes. Although often an array of bottled imports is available
in most bars, it would be difficult to find bottled Latvian brews there, except for colour-
ful beer flavoured drinks that are so admired by underage population.

Maintenance of beer lines in most bars is not a responsibility of bars themselves, but
breweries who distribute these beers (beer dispensing system often is the property of the
brewery), thefore it is not always reasonable to blame the bar if certain beers taste foul.
Blame the brewery instead and let them know your opinion.

For a detailed and realiable restaurant and bar guide I would suggest visiting inyour-
pocket.com where you can download a full free PDF version of the Riga in Your Pocket
guide. Or better buy the paper version in the airport (there might be free copies as well),
hotel or in many press stands, also international mail orders are possible from their Web
site. It includes good and usually up-to-date pub and restaurant guide, certainly worth
the money.

For most bars there is no realiable information on their Web sites (neither in Latvian,
nor in English) with regards to where which beers are currently available, but select
breweries (such as ValmiermuiZzas in valmiermuiza.lv) have their full distribution list
posted online.
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SOME OF THE BEST BEER LOCATIONS

I simply like them, that is all. Of course, there are other good places, feel free to discover
them on your own.

S. Brevinga alus salons (no website, twitter - @alussalons)

Berga bazars, Doma laukums (square), both in Riga, Mon-Sun 12-23

Good selection of bottled English and Belgium ales. Fullers, Wells&Youngs, Porterhouse,
Meantime, St.Bernardus, Mikkeller and other breweries, including seasonal beers and
limited editions. I think it says enough. There are a few Latvian beers, but no one goes
there looking for local brews anyway. Both stores feature a bar with several taps as well.

Alus salons in Doma
laukums

The newest of both
Alus salons shops it
features a separate
beer store, 16 taps
and is the first Lat-
vian pub to serve also
cask beer, currently
it is Fullers London
Porter.

However, bottled beer
selection is better in
Berga Bazars store.

Folkklubs (folkklubs.lv, twitter - @folkklubs)

Smilsu iela 16, Riga, Mon-Sun 12-till the last guest

As the name implies, it features Latvian folk music, there are often both local and inter-
national bands performing, live music events take place almost every night. Its premises
are large, so one can find a cozy and quite corner even during the noisiest concerts.

Folkklubs also provides fairly priced and good food, as well as a decent selection of some
of the better Latvian beers brewed both by large and small breweries. Regular homebrew
meetings also take place there, consult forums.kupla.lv for details and feel free to join
them.



Beer restaurant Merlin (merlin.lv, twitter - @merlin)

Maskavas iela 4, Riga, Mon-Sun 11-23

They cook with beer and sell beer, although one has to be aware that food is way better
than the beer selection that features mostly the same international brews that can be
found in supermarkets. From Latvian breweries, only Césu is available, as this restaurant
was established with the support of Césu brewery.

Valmiermuizas alus tirgotava (valmiermuiza.lv, twitter - @valmiermuiza)

A.Bridna iela 9, Riga, Mon-Sun 10-22

Although located outside the centre of Riga, in shopping gallery “Valdemara pasaza’,
the beer shop of Valmiermuiza brewery is the best of its kind in Latvia. Not only both
unfiltered and filtered Valmiermuiza beers can be found here, but also an array of locally
produced snacks, herbal teas, natural limonades and drinks, cheeses and meat prod-
ucts can be purchased here. Also available are unusual, but delicious cookies and sweets
made from the spent grain of Valmiermuiza brewery.

It is worth noting that Valmiermuiza is the first Latvian brewery to sell their growlers
(both standard 2 1 and 1 1) and providing refills at 10% discount in its stores.
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Valmiermuiza store and bar in Valdemara Pasaza
It is the only such brewery owned and run bar and store in Riga
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SMALL BEER VOCABULARY

Alus [alus] - Beer

Prieka! [prieka:] - Cheers!
Gaisais [gaishais] - Pale
Tumsais [tumshais] - Dark

Vai jums ir Bauskas Tums$ais? [vai jums ir Bauskas Tumshais] - Do you carry Bauskas
Dark?

Vienu Bauskas Gaiso, ladzu! [vienu Bauskas Gaishuo lu:dzu] - One Bauskas Pale,
please!

Mazais [mazais], or mazo [mazuo] if used in a sentence - small (0.33 1), e.g. vienu
Bauskas mazo!

Pudelé [pudele:] - bottled, e.g. Vai jums ir Bauskas Tumsais pudelé?
Izlejamais [izlejamais]- draught, e.g. Vai jums ir izlejamais Bauskas Tumsais?
Vel vienu (tadu pasu) [ve:l vienu (ta:du pashu)] - One more (of the same)

Uzkodas [uzkuodas]- snacks

Bezalkoholiskais [bezalkoholiskais]- non-alcoholic
(Briesmigas) pagiras [(briesmi:gas) pagjiras] - (terrible) hangover

Ladzu [lu:dzu] - please
Paldies [paldies] — thank you



CREDITS

- Photos on page 45 are reprinted with kind permission of JSC Césu alus. All other
photos I have taken myself;
- Cover art created using tagxedo.com

DISCLAIMER

Facts and figures in this guide have not been oficially verified and may differ from real-
ity and the actual situation. This guide contains only personal opinion of the author and
all contents of this guide are not intended for further reproduction of any kind in any
media. Check all the fact yourself, if you want be sure.

COPYRIGHT

There is a copyright that applies to commercial use, this guide has been copyrighted
under the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives licence
- you are free to use it without modifying as long as it is intended for strictly non-com-
mercial purposes (commercial puproses = the media sells ads or does not distribute
all of its contents for free) and labsalus.lv is referred to as the source. Otherwise please
contact me at dzerualu@gmail.com

©mmens @S0G
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